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1 President’s Remarks 
 

The lockdowns and economic and health impacts from COVID-19 in 2020 severely limited the 

outreach that ZEN could undertake during 2020.  Nevertheless, we were able to continue progress on 

a number of fronts, and these are described in this Annual Report. 

 

It was heartening to see Australian governments at all levels listen to the scientists when determining 

their response to COVID-19.  I could only wish that a similar respect and action on the findings of 

science with regard to climate change was evident. 

 

A recent report
1
 from the Australian Academy of Science stated: 

“Australia is facing an extremely challenging future under the current emission trajectory of the 

international community.”  

 

“If the world continues on this pathway, [Australia] will lose many of its vital ecosystems (native 

forests, Great Barrier Reef, alpine regions), and will place its agriculture and health systems in 

jeopardy of failing. 

 

“The argument that Australia doesn‟t contribute „significantly‟ to the GHG emission problem and 

therefore should not act on climate change ignores the enormous losses that Australia will 

experience if it doesn‟t work with the rest of the world to achieve and exceed the Paris Agreement 

goals.” 

 

Yes, we are facing a climate emergency and that is why ZEN exists.  I am proud to report that a 

remarkable team of ZEN volunteers has continued its commitment to community information and 

engagement throughout a tumultuous year.  This Annual Report will detail some of those initiatives 

and the great team behind them. 

 

I would particularly like to thank our Coordinator, Dalia Mikhail and the ZEN Board of Directors, 

which has provided guidance, oversight and good governance during the year: 

 

Vice President:    Anne Kennedy 

Treasurer:     Joe Shlegeris 

Secretary:     Roman Raudonikis 

Committee:     Geoff Acton 

     Annika Reynolds 

Thorsten Kels 

     Michael Whitehead 

     Lyn Allen 

     Mat Colefax 

 

 

 

 

 

Vivien Griffin 

President 

                                                     
1
 Australian Academy of Science, The Risks to Australia of a 3

0
C Warmer World, March 2021. 
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2 Noosa Electricity Generation & Consumption
2
 

 

Installed solar PV in the Noosa LGA has continued to grow at a pretty constant rate, and 2020 was no 

exception, in spite of COVID-19.As at end February 2021, there were over 12,000 solar installations 

with a capacity of over 60MW. 

 

Installations continue to grow at a pretty constant rate of 1MW per month.  To December 2020, 

almost 45% of suitable residential dwelling have solar PV, but this varies across localities with 

postcode 4563 (Cooroy & districts) at 66%, and postcode 4567(Noosa Heads, Castaways, Sunrise & 

Sunshine Beaches) at 32%. 

 

Business is now catching up with 23% of them having solar (725 installations).  This compares with a 

December 2017 figure of less than 5%.  Business installations are larger with total capacity rapidly 

increasing from 2.9MW to over 13.4MW over the same period. 

 

Available roof space would not appear to be an impediment to increased solar PV uptake with less 

than 15% of potential roof space being used. Annual tonnes of CO2 equivalent avoided due to use of 

electricity from renewable sources is estimated at over 83,000 tonnes. 

 

The percentage of electricity consumed in Noosa from renewable sources is estimated at over 30%.  

This compares well to a Queensland wide figure of 17.5% which is lagging the other states.   

National 

Energy 

Market 

New South 

Wales 

Queensland South 

Australia 

Tasmania Victoria 

28% 19% 18% 61% 96% 29% 

 

Average residential daily consumption reduced by 20% over a 10 year period up until the end of 

2018.  Since late 2020, Energex have not made public residential and business electricity 

consumption.  ZEN is making representations to have this data made available again. 

 

 

 

                                                     
2
 Our thanks to Geoff Acton for this valuable and informative analysis.  For more information, go to 

https://www.zeroemissionsnoosa.com.au/noosa-electricity-data 

https://www.zeroemissionsnoosa.com.au/noosa-electricity-data
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We have access to load data from the 

Energex Zone Substations that feed 

Noosa.  Analysis of the largest of 

these at Noosaville show a continued 

decline of consumption from the 

Queensland grid, presumably due to 

increased use of local solar generation 

and reductions due to energy 

efficiency, all whilst population 

continues to grow.  Over the 2 years 

to June 30, 2020, load on the 

Noosaville Zone Substation has 

reduced almost 10%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking forward, we can project the 

recent rates of solar PV installation 

out to 2026.  If the same “business as 

usual” rates of installation continue, 

by the end of 2026, solar capacity 

would double to around 125MW.  

This would still leave us short of our 

goal for the electricity component of 

100% electricity from renewable 

sources. 
 

 

 

 

Adding this much local generation will challenge the local electricity grid, as supply during the peak 

generation period in the middle of the day will exceed consumption.  Options will include shifting 

loads to better match generation (e.g. hot water heating) and batteries to store excess generation for 

later use. 

 

3. Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) Progress 
One of ZEN‟s goals is to achieve tax deductible status for donations to our organisation.  Thanks to 

the steady steering of our Treasurer Joe Shlegeris, we lodged an application with the Register of 

Environmental Organisations in 2020.   We are now awaiting advice from the REO on this 

application. 
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4. Website/Facebook 
 

Our website and Facebook 

pages have been an important 

information resource during 

2020.  Geoff Acton, and 

Duncan McQueen have 

maintained a steady stream of 

information on Facebook and 

Geoff and Dalia Mikhail have 

kept our website contemporary 

and informative 

We have also published regular 

newsletters to both our Zero 

Emissions Noosa audiences and 

our Noosa EV Expo audiences. 

Copies since 2019 can be found 

here. 

 

5. ZENe 

ZENe is our electricity emissions reductions Working Group, convened by Joe Shlegeris.  This group 

has been in existence since our inception 4 years ago, and has been the creative force behind many of 

the ZEN electricity emission reduction initiatives.  During 2020, it never missed a beat, simply 

transferring to Zoom mode.  It is an informal group meeting monthly, and new enthusiastic members 

are always made welcome.  My thanks to Joe Shlegeris for his commitment to the role of convenor 

since inception. 

6. Business Campaign  

The Business Campaign Team of the ZEN e Working Group led by Anne Kennedy, planned 

a series of face-to-face forums with Business Associations in 2020.  However, due to COVID 

19 it was not possible to proceed with these. 

 

Instead, it used the time to build relationships with the Business Associations in the Noosa Shire, to 

profile some of the businesses that are ZEN Inc. case studies in the Noosa Today column “Towards 

Zero Emissions”, to speak at the National Sustainability Conference and to start discussions with 

some of the Noosa Councillors about opportunities for Noosa Shire to help it meet some of the key 

commitments it has to addressing Climate Change – the Climate Change Adaptation Plan and the 

Cities Power Partnership Mayors Economic Recovery Statement.  In addition, highlighting 

opportunities that climate change and the zero emissions goal presents for diversifying the Noosa 

economy, and how this can be reflected in the revision of the Noosa Local Economic Plan.  

Business campaign team members were also actively involved in briefing and research sessions to 

keep up to date with issues affecting businesses in the shire e.g. prevention of export of solar to the 

grid, grid instability, community power grids and virtual power plans with batteries, as well as the 

 

https://www.zeroemissionsnoosa.com.au/zen-facebook
https://www.zeroemissionsnoosa.com.au/newsletters
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technology and opportunities for possible solutions e.g. through environmental upgrade agreements 

and discussions with key stakeholders like Energex, Planet Ark Power and Radian Energy.  

Group members also spent considerable time keeping up to date with issues in the Renewable Energy 

Industry through zoom webinars and conferences with the Clean Energy Council, Smart Energy 

Council and others, usually these opportunities are only available face-to-face and at a considerable 

cost. However, being able to attend these sessions free via zoom was one of the unexpected benefits  

of COVID.     

7  Race to Zero  
 

Zero Emissions Noosa‟s Race to Zero program is now embedded in 8 State Government Owned 

schools across the Shire. The program provides schools with real time access to their energy data for 

use in the curriculum via the solarschools.net website. Data is also gamified on the Planet Watch APP 

so younger students can better visualise the impact their energy decisions make on the environment, 

in real time.  

 

The program was funded by the Noosa Council Environment Grant and provides educational support 

to all participating schools via ZEN's Project Officer. ZEN‟s participating schools, Noosaville, 

Tewantin, Sunshine Beach, Cooroy, Kin Kin and Federal Primary schools and Noosa District and 

Sunshine Beach High Schools are reminded that they have access to this free support till the end of 

Term 2 so please take advantage of our in class or teacher training program. Please 

email info@zeroemissionsnoosa.com.au for access to this great resource. 

 

The Race to Zero behavioural 

change program is designed to 

further the benefits of the 

installed solar systems on each 

school by reducing energy 

waste through education. 

Schools are one of the largest 

CO2 emitters in our region and 

so reducing wasteful 

behaviours and educating our 

youth to switch things off 

when not utilising them has a 

huge combined impact. With 

some schools seeing 20% 

savings from this activity 

alone. 

Over the past year the Race to Zero program has monitored the participating schools energy data and 

the combined CO2 saving has been 418 tonnes of CO2 with over 512 MWh of solar generated. 

The behavioural change students learn in the classroom is also taken home to their households, 

together we can make a huge impact on our regions emissions by just being mindful of our energy use 

and switching devices off when not utilising them, it all adds up! 

 
Dalia Mikhail, Mayor Clare Stewart, MP Sandy Bolton, Rob Jennings 

Principal and Ezra Rameka. 

http://solarschools.net/
mailto:info@zeroemissionsnoosa.com.au
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8.  Environmental Upgrade Agreement s 
 

Victoria, South Australia and New South 

Wales State governments have all 

enacted legislation which enables local 

government to borrow from a third party 

to be able to facilitate loans to business, 

with loans attached to the property, thus 

enabling lower interest rates and lengthy 

repayment periods.  During 2020, ZEN 

began a campaign at State and Local 

Government level to achieve the 

legislative amendments to the Local 

Government Act which would allow this 

important reform to be available to 

business in Queensland.  We are grateful 

for the support of local MP Sandy Bolton 

in pursuing this goal.  

 

9.  SOLAR FOR STRATA MASTERCLASS 

 

In 2019 ZEN had identified that strata properties significantly lagged behind in the installation of 

rooftop solar.  As a result, a strong partnership between Tourism Noosa and ZEN was formed to 

deliver a Masterclass 

for property owners 

on the benefits of solar 

and how to overcome 

the barriers.   

 

The event was held in 

February 2020 to a 

packed audience, and 

a strong panel of 

expert speakers 

provided compelling 

and informative 

presentations.   

 

We are hugely 

indebted to Juanita Bloomfield-Terry and the Tourism Noosa team for their expertise and 

commitment in delivering a highly professional and engaging event.  Sadly almost immediately after 

the event, the COVID lockdowns commenced and the momentum was lost, but this will still continue 

as an important area of focus for ZEN.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vivien Griffin and Dalia Mikhail meeting with Mayor Clare Stewart 

and Economic Director Kim Rawlings to discuss EUAs. 
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10. NOOSA LOCAL GOVERNMENT and STATE ELECTIONS 

 

The Noosa Local Government election was held in March 2020, with a large line-up of councillor 

candidates and a contested mayoralty.  In addition, the State Government election was held in October 

2020.  For both these events, ZEN formulated a range of policy questions for the candidates whose 

responses were then uploaded to our website.  Our thanks to Geoff Acton for his work on this issue. 

Zen Inc. also submitted a Recovery Plan to the Queensland Government COVID Recovery Taskforce 

outlining the role of renewable energies, particularly solar in kickstarting the Queensland economy 

following the COVID disruption. While ZEN remains non-party political, we believe this approach 

both alerted candidates to important issues around greenhouse gas emission reduction policy, and 

enabled the community to assess their responses on this issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 INSERT MEDIA PHOTO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Electric Vehicle Expo 
Sadly our planned 2020 Electric Vehicle Expo did not proceed due to COVID uncertainties.  However 

a valuable partnership between ZEN, Noosa Council and Noosa Junction Association has now been 

forged, and resulted in a highly successful event in early 2021. 

12. Partnerships  
 

We are grateful to the many organisations which have supported ZEN and shared its goals and vision 

in 2020.  We want to acknowledge Noosa Council, Tourism Noosa and Noosa Junction Association  

for their continuing support and belief in ZEN.   In particular we wish to acknowledge the 

extraordinary collaboration in our efforts from Anne Nolan, Renee Black and Adam Britton from 

Noosa Council, Judi Lalor from NJA and Juanita Bloomfield-Terry from Tourism Noosa. 

 

https://www.zeroemissionsnoosa.com.au/election-qa
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13  Community Engagement   

In April 2020, on behalf of ZEN Inc, Anne Kennedy, as Vice President, presented at the National 

Sustainability Conference‟s first on line conference. Anne spoke to the topic “Sustainable Solutions 

for a New Decade - The Noosa Story”, outlining Noosa‟s role as a regional influencer on climate and 

environmental initiatives, specifically highlighting ZEN‟s role in assisting businesses with solar and 

energy efficiency with: 

1. Case studies and information to help them break down the barriers to adopt sustainable          

business practices. 

2. The different reasons SME‟s have for adopting sustainable solutions/practices and  

3. How business owners are delighted with the results – often even better than they expected.  

 

ZEN Inc. was also invited to speak at the launching of the National Local Power Plan by MP Helen 

Haines, who is developing this Plan to gain Federal Government support and financial assistance to 

enable local communities to develop their own renewable energy solutions,  

ZEN‟s community engagement was also strengthened considerably in 2020 with a series of media 

articles in Noosa Today (see media section below).  

13. Grants  
Grants are an important source of funds to enable ZEN to continue its work.  We particularly thank 

Noosa Council for the following grants: 

Source Amount Description Acquitted 

Noosa 

Council 

$18000 

pa 

Community Alliance grant (2019-2021) 

Coordinator one day a week position 

Still in progress 

Noosa 

Council 

$8000 Race to Zero project Still in progress, 

extended to 30 June 

2021 due to COVID 

Noosa 

Council 

$4070 2020 Electric Vehicle Expo (subsequently held 

over to 2021 due to COVID) 

Will be submitted in 

2021 

14. Advocacy  
During 2020, ZEN had representation on the following consultation groups: 

a) Noosa Council Active Cycling and Walking Strategy Reference Group; and 

b) Noosa Council Transport Steering Group 

On both groups ZEN advocates for strategies which can assist reduce emissions in the transport 

sectors.  

15. Media 
Under the leadership of Anne Kennedy, the Communications & Advocacy Team of ZEN Inc. was 

successful in negotiating agreement  by weekly print newspaper Noosa Today to run a series of 

fortnightly articles under the banner of Zero Emissions Noosa.  This is a terrific achievement and 

important in getting the benefits of rooftop solar and energy efficiency out to readers.  The initial 

focus was to be on the business case studies collated by ZEN.  The first articles commenced on 6 

November 2020 and are still continuing.  Please see Appendix A for the full 2020 series.  .A 

collection of all Noosa Today articles since the publication went digital can also be found here.   

https://www.zeroemissionsnoosa.com.au/zen-in-the-news
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16. Financial 

As ZEN is a Level 2 organisation according to the Office of Fair Trading, we are required to 

submit verified accounts.  These have been submitted to Wayne Staal, who kindly provides 

pro bono service to our organisation.  The Cash Flow Statement and Balance Sheet as 

submitted to Wayne Staal are attached at Appendix B. 
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APPENDIX A – Towards Zero Emissions columns in Noosa Today 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noosa Today 6.11.20 

Noosa Today 20.11.20 
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Noosa Today 4.12.20 

Noosa Today 18.12.20 






