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1. From the President 
2018 has been a very busy and productive year for ZEN and its passionate and energetic team of 
volunteers.  We still have a long way to go to achieve our goal of zero Noosa community emissions 
by 2026, but the groundwork laid in 2018 has established a sound foundation towards that end.  This 
Annual Report documents the work undertaken by our volunteers over the year, and I want to 
record my appreciation for the efforts and goodwill of each and every one of them. 
 
I particularly would like to thank the ZEN Inc. Management Committee for their diligent oversight 
during the year: 
 
Joe Shlegeris (Treasurer) 
Darren Walters (Secretary) 
Carina Anderson 
Geoff Acton 
 

2. Our Objects 
Our Constitution records the following Objects for the association: 
 
(1) The protection and enhancement of the natural environment  by working towards the 

achievement of zero net greenhouse gas emissions in the Noosa Shire by 2026 through 
effective engagement with the community, industry and government including: 

A. Development of a joint understanding of the current sources and level of emissions in 
Noosa community and potential responses to reduce them; 
 

B. Develop plans, policies and projects to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; 
 

C. Engage with all levels of government and other community and industry groups to 
achieve shared commitment to, and delivery of, the goal of ZEN 

 

3. Our Working Groups and Volunteers 
From very early in its life, ZEN recognised that the two key areas where we could make a difference 

were electricity consumption and transport emissions.  As a result, we established two working 

groups: ZENe, concentrating on electricity consumption, and ZENt, focussing on transport emissions. 

 

a. ZENe 

Joe Shlegeris continued his motivating role as convenor of this group, which meets monthly.  ZENe 

instigated both the Roadmap project and the Repower Noosa project, more of which below in 

Section 6.  As a result of the Roadmap project, a number of volunteer teams have been established 

to tackle specific sectors of electricity consumption.  The sectors and team leaders are listed below. 

 

 Major Consumers (Joe Shlegeris) 

 Education (Roman Raudonikis) 

 Tourism (Michael Davis) 

 Business (Anne Kennedy) 

 Academic ZEN (Dr. Carina Anderson) 

 Renters and Low Income (Vivien Griffin) 

 Community Buildings (Anne Nolan) 
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 Major Solar (Shayan Barmand) 

 Repower Noosa (Gareth Duggan) 

 Repower Cooran (John Essen) 

 

b)  ZEN Transport 

The ZEN Transport Working Group has focussed on community engagement and advocacy activities 
around sustainable transport, including cycle skills workshops, e-bike group rides, the Noosa Electric 
Vehicle Expo and participation on Council’s Transport Steering Group (see further in report for 
details). 

 

4. Our Partners 
a. Our Inaugural Memorandum of Understanding 

Zen was formally launched on 9 November 2016 with the signing of a Memorandum of 

Understanding with 15 key community and business organisations.  Our MOU partners include: 

 

 Country Noosa Inc. 

 CQ University 

 Noosa and District Landcare Group 

 Noosa Community Biosphere Association 

 Noosa Biosphere Reserve Foundation 

 Noosa Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

 Noosa Integrated Catchment Association 

 Noosa Junction Traders’ Association 

 Noosa Parks Association 

 Noosa Shire Council 

 Noosa Shire Residents and Ratepayers Association 

 Sunshine Coast Environment Council 

 Tourism Noosa 

 University of the Sunshine Coast 

 J2 

 

We want to record the particular support given by the following in 2018: 

 

b. Noosa Council 

We are grateful for the continual 

support given to our initiatives by the 

Noosa Council.  Mayor Tony Wellington 

has made himself available at our 

community consultations and for the 

opening of the Electric Vehicle Expo, we 

have received welcome grant funding 

support, Deputy Mayor Frank Wilkie 

spoke at our welcome to the Solar Tuk 

team, and Council officers have assisted 
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with advice and support throughout the year.  Thank you one and all. 

 

c. Solar installers 

We have established a strong and invaluable link with Sunshine Coast solar installers.  Particular 

thanks to Matt Harold from Enviro Project and Gareth Duggan from Home and Energy who have 

enhanced our ZENe initiatives with their knowledge and experience.  We believe that this 

collaboration will be invaluable in 2019 as we focus more intensively on the business and tourism 

sectors. 

 

d. ITP Renewables 

Our thanks to Dr. Rob Passey, who authored the key report Achieving 100% Renewable Electricity in 

Noosa  (see more below).  His work has delivered a seminal piece of research which has set an 

invaluable foundation for our work in 2019. 

 

e. Ecotekk 

Darren Walters from Ecotekk has been a steadfast supporter of ZEN efforts since inception.  We 

particularly thank him for collaborating with ZEN for our Introduction to E-Bikes group rides. 

 

f. Bike On 

Tracey Wyatt from Bike On delivered a series of cycling skills workshops on behalf of ZEN, and has 

supported our goals throughout the year. 

 

g. CQ University 

CQ University has been a ZEN partner since inception, signing our original Memorandum of 

Understanding.  Through Dr. Carina Anderson, we are grateful for the very material support 

provided to ZEN through provision of high quality meeting and workshop facilities. 

 

h. Noosa Biosphere Reserve Foundation 

We are appreciative of the support given to ZEN by NBRF.  Again they were a signatory to our 

original Memorandum of Understanding, and funding support from their “Big Ideas” program led 

directly to the ITP Renewables report. 

 

i. The Social Deck 

The Social Deck team, and especially Steve Speldewinde, have worked with us on the Repower 

Noosa project, and provided pro bono contribution as part of that project.  Stage 1 of the Repower 

Noosa project has also resulted in the important research report, Repower Noosa Report: 

Understanding the Barriers and Benefits of Solar for Business. 

 

j. RACV Resort 

We express our appreciation to the team at RACV Noosa, for assisting with workshop facilities and 

accommodation for the Solar Tuk team during their visit … and for just being an outstanding 

sustainability role model! 
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5. Community Engagement 
A major part of our role is to raise awareness within the community of the need to reduce carbon 

emissions.  Over the year we have fulfilled this role through various engagement activities. 

 

a. Community Consultation Workshops 

As part of the Roadmap project, four community workshops were held during 2018, inviting input 

for the report.  We are very appreciative that Mayor Tony Wellington spoke at each of the 

workshops.  They were: 

 

 Coast Workshop (1 May 2018, CQU) 

 Hinterland Workshop (2 May 2018, Cooroy 

RSL) 

 Business Workshop (3 May 2018, RACV 

Resort) 

 Draft Report workshop (11 August 2018, 

CQU) 

 

 

 

 

b. Cycle Skills Workshops 

As part of our commitment to sustainable 

transport, ZEN offered 3 cycle skills workshops in 

2018 in collaboration with our partners Bike On 

Australia, and funded by Noosa Council.   

 

The workshops were: 

 Basic Cycle Skills for Women (24 March 2018)  

 Social Guided Ride (28 April 2018) 

 Bike  Maintenance Workshop (26 May 2018) 
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c. Noosa Electric Vehicle Expo  

With funding from Noosa Council, ZEN 
delivered the inaugural Noosa Electric 
Vehicle Expo.  We were delighted to 
have Mark Bailey, Minister for 
Transport and Main Roads, open the 
event.  Our goal was to promote more 
sustainable transport modes, and we 
attracted over 60 exhibitors and more 
than 2000 event visitors.  Our thanks to 
all the behind the scenes ZEN heroes 
who helped to make the event a terrific 
success!  Planning is already well under 
way for the 2019 event. 

 

 

d. Introduction to E-Bike Group Rides 

 

ZEN has consistently advocated 

for the role of electric bikes in 

reducing congestion and 

emissions.  We received funding 

support from Council to offer 8 

Introduction to Electric Bikes 

group rides throughout the shire, 

and have received great interest 

and support from the community.  

Most rides have been booked out 

very early, and several riders have 

now purchased their own electric 

bikes. 

 

 

e. Solar Tuk Visit (10 December 2018) 

We were delighted to welcome the Solar 
Tuk Tuk team to Noosa, as part of their 
inspiring journey up the east coast of 
Australia.  They were very grateful for the 
accommodation sponsored by the 
wonderful RACV Noosa. 
 
Noosa MP Sandy Bolton, and Deputy 
Mayor Frank Wilkie were on hand to 
welcome them, and to participate in our  

 



7 
Zero Emissions Noosa Inc. 2019 Annual Report 

 

green cavalcade down Hastings Street and out to Noosa National Park.   
 
Sunshine Beach High School students also had the 
chance to meet with the team and find out more 
about the future of sustainable transport.  

 

 

6. Grants 

 
ZEN wishes to acknowledge and thank the 

following funding sources during 2018: 

 

 Noosa Council Community Grant.  A grant of $3835 was received to deliver 3 cycling skills 

workshops and the 2018 Electric Vehicle Expo 

 Noosa Biosphere Reserve Foundation.  A grant of $19800 was received to fund the preparation 

of the Roadmap report by Dr. Rob Passey from ITP Renewables.  This report, Achieving 100% 

Renewable Electricity in Noosa, now provides invaluable analysis of Noosa’s current electricity 

patterns and sources, and various initiatives for reducing consumption. 

 Noosa Council Economic Development Grant.  A grant of $14500 was received to undertake the 

Repower Noosa project, focussing on developing uptake of rooftop solar by business. 

 Noosa Council Community Grant . A grant of $3875 was received to deliver 8 Introduction to E-

bikes group rides throughout the shire.  Six rides have been delivered, with two remaining for 

2019. 

 

7. Research 
ZEN commissioned two seminal pieces of research in 2018. 

 

The first was authored by Dr. Rob Passey, from ITP Renewables, with funding from Noosa Biosphere 

Reserve Foundation.  It was entitled, “Achieving 100% Renewable Electricity in Noosa”, and provided 

invaluable analysis of our current electricity consumption patterns, and options for achieving our 

goal of zero emissions by 2026.  This study has laid the groundwork for identifying priority actions in 

the coming years. 

 

The second report was authored by Steve Speldewinde, from The Social Deck, with funding from 

Noosa Council.  It was entitled, “Repower Noosa Report: Barriers and Benefits of Solar to Business”.  

The report has already enabled initiatives to promoting the uptake of solar by business. 

 

8. Advocacy 
ZEN provides policy input on three major Council consultative committees, as well as to Energex.  

They are: 

 Noosa Council Sustainable Tourism Reference Group 

 Noosa Council Transport Steering Group 

 Noosa Council Environment Strategy Forum 

 Energex Community Leader Forum 
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9. Social Media 
We currently have three websites: www.zeroemissionsnoosa.com, www.repowernoosa.com, 

www.noosaevexpo.com.  We also have the Zero Emissions Noosa (433 likes) and NoosaEVexpo (400 

likes) Facebook pages.  Our thanks to Geoff Acton and Malcolm Scott who have diligently ensured 

frequent additions to our Facebook pages and a growing number of likes.  Our plan is to consolidate 

the Zeroemissionsnoosa and repowernoosa websites early in 2019.  We also have over 400 

subscribers to our newsletters. 

.  

10. Financial Statements (see Appendix 2) 

  

http://www.repowernoosa.com/
http://www.noosaevexpo.com/
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Appendix 1: Media Articles 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zero Emissions Noosa, Inc.   

ABN 74 862 487 515   

 DRAFT  

treasurer's report   

31 December 2018   

   

assets   

   

cash at Bendigo Bank $9,261.80  

due from Noosa Council re Transport Module 3 inc GST $5,500.00  

due from Noosa Council re Community Proj Rnd 10 inc GST $5,500.00  

GST refund due $45.45  

other assets $0.00  

 ---------  

total assets  $20,307.25 

   

liabilities   

   

services contracted but not yet delivered/invoiced:   

The Social Deck Pty Ltd (inc GST) $7,975.00  

Ecotekk Pty Ltd (inc GST) $835.00  

GST payable $0.00  

other liabilities $0.00  

 ---------  

total liabilities  $8,810.00 

  --------- 

   

net assets  $11,497.25 
 
 
 

 

Joe Shlegeris  
Treasurer, Zero Emissions Noosa, Inc. 


